
Action Items

Approval Of Administrative Committee June 11, 2018 Minutes – Laurie M. 
Hopkins

MINUTES OF ADMIN 6-11-18.PDF

Paradise Creek Floodplain Study Application Fee Approval - Bill Belknap
The City and Moscow Urban Renewal Agency have worked collaboratively on 
a flood study of a portion of Paradise Creek located between the South Main 
and Highway 8 crossings to update the regulatory floodplain to reflect the 
removal of several bridge structures which occurred 20 years ago. Staff is 
seeking authorization to fund the Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) application 
fee to allow the LOMR application to proceed. 

After discussion with the City Supervisor, he is recommending that the 
additional $8,000 could be funded from, the Non-Prioritized Projects line item, 
which has $15,000 remaining, after prior Council-authorized commitments.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Recommend authorization of $8,000 from the 
Legislative Non-Prioritized Projects line item to fund the LOMR application 
fee; or provide staff further direction.

PARADISE CREEK FLOODPLAIN STUDY.PDF

Small Office Commercial Sanitary Sewer Rate Pilot Program - Gary J. 
Riedner

The commercial sanitary sewer rate structure consists of classifications of rates 
based upon the type of commercial business, and the effect of the sanitary 
sewer discharge from that business upon the sanitary sewer system. For 
instance, the rate structure for a restaurant is based partially upon the 
discharge of cooking fats, oils and grease (FOG), which requires significant 
increased levels of treatment, both in the sanitary sewer transmission 
infrastructure and wastewater treatment. This results in a base sanitary sewer 
rate that is charged to each business in that class, and actual use of the 
system is measured in increments of water usage by the business. For 
example, a business pays the base sanitary sewer rate monthly, and is charged 
a volume-based use fee for each additional 100 cubic feet of water use.

This system works well in most cases, as the business use of the sanitary sewer 
system is typically tied directly to the water used by the business. The one 
situation which causes inequities is the case where a business does not 
fluctuate significantly in its year-round use of water, except in its use of 
irrigation. While the use of water for irrigation is appropriately billed through 
water rates, the inequity exists because the use of irrigation water does not 
enter the sanitary sewer system. Under the current rate structure, there is no 
mechanism for decoupling the use of water to the use of sanitary sewer.

Staff has identified several, mainly office-type businesses, which fall into this 
category. Typical water use for these businesses range from less than 100 
cubic feet per month to approximately 600 cubic feet per month. Staff is 
proposing creation of a new class of sanitary sewer rate in which all businesses 
in this class would be billed the base commercial sewer fee, plus use rate equal 
to 200 cubic feet of water use. This class will be piloted during the current 
irrigation season, while staff gathers data for analysis for use in proposing 
continuation of the pilot class rate, or an alternative class rate based upon the 
experience of the pilot program.

PROPOSED ACTIONS:  Authorize staff to proceed with the Small Office 
Commercial Sanitary Sewer Rate pilot program as outlined, or provide staff 
further direction.

SMALL OFFICE COMMERCIAL SANITARY SEWER RATE PILOT 
PROGRAM CCSR.PDF
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Poet Laureate Update – Kathleen Burns 

Artwalk Recap – Kathleen Burns 

NOTICE:  Moscow City Council and committee meetings are televised, videotaped and/or recorded.  

Individuals attending the meeting who require special assistance to accommodate physical, hearing, 
or other impairments, please contact the City Clerk, at (208) 883-7015 or TDD 883-7019, as soon as 
possible so that arrangements may be made.
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Paradise Creek Floodplain Study Application Fee Approval - Bill Belknap
The City and Moscow Urban Renewal Agency have worked collaboratively on 
a flood study of a portion of Paradise Creek located between the South Main 
and Highway 8 crossings to update the regulatory floodplain to reflect the 
removal of several bridge structures which occurred 20 years ago. Staff is 
seeking authorization to fund the Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) application 
fee to allow the LOMR application to proceed. 

After discussion with the City Supervisor, he is recommending that the 
additional $8,000 could be funded from, the Non-Prioritized Projects line item, 
which has $15,000 remaining, after prior Council-authorized commitments.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Recommend authorization of $8,000 from the 
Legislative Non-Prioritized Projects line item to fund the LOMR application 
fee; or provide staff further direction.

PARADISE CREEK FLOODPLAIN STUDY.PDF

Small Office Commercial Sanitary Sewer Rate Pilot Program - Gary J. 
Riedner

The commercial sanitary sewer rate structure consists of classifications of rates 
based upon the type of commercial business, and the effect of the sanitary 
sewer discharge from that business upon the sanitary sewer system. For 
instance, the rate structure for a restaurant is based partially upon the 
discharge of cooking fats, oils and grease (FOG), which requires significant 
increased levels of treatment, both in the sanitary sewer transmission 
infrastructure and wastewater treatment. This results in a base sanitary sewer 
rate that is charged to each business in that class, and actual use of the 
system is measured in increments of water usage by the business. For 
example, a business pays the base sanitary sewer rate monthly, and is charged 
a volume-based use fee for each additional 100 cubic feet of water use.

This system works well in most cases, as the business use of the sanitary sewer 
system is typically tied directly to the water used by the business. The one 
situation which causes inequities is the case where a business does not 
fluctuate significantly in its year-round use of water, except in its use of 
irrigation. While the use of water for irrigation is appropriately billed through 
water rates, the inequity exists because the use of irrigation water does not 
enter the sanitary sewer system. Under the current rate structure, there is no 
mechanism for decoupling the use of water to the use of sanitary sewer.

Staff has identified several, mainly office-type businesses, which fall into this 
category. Typical water use for these businesses range from less than 100 
cubic feet per month to approximately 600 cubic feet per month. Staff is 
proposing creation of a new class of sanitary sewer rate in which all businesses 
in this class would be billed the base commercial sewer fee, plus use rate equal 
to 200 cubic feet of water use. This class will be piloted during the current 
irrigation season, while staff gathers data for analysis for use in proposing 
continuation of the pilot class rate, or an alternative class rate based upon the 
experience of the pilot program.

PROPOSED ACTIONS:  Authorize staff to proceed with the Small Office 
Commercial Sanitary Sewer Rate pilot program as outlined, or provide staff 
further direction.
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PROGRAM CCSR.PDF
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