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The meeting was called to order at 5:59 p.m.

PRESENT: Tina Hilding-Vice; Victoria Seever; Al Poplawsky; Maureen Laflin-Council Liaison;
Sam Gallaher; Asaph Cousins; Gordon Wilson

STAFF: Kelli Cooper, Sustainability Program Coordinator, Tyler Palmer, Deputy City Supervisor

ABSENT: Steve McGeehan- Chair; Sophie Gilbert, Jassen Bluto

REGULAR AGENDA

1.Approval of Sustainable Environment Commission May 16, 2023 Minutes (ACTION 
ITEM)

PROPOSED ACTIONS:  Approve the May minutes as presented; approve minutes with 
amendments; or provide staff further direction.

Minutes presented for approval.  

Sam moved to approve the May 2023 minutes as presented, Al second to approve minutes as 
presented. 

   Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Unanimous.   Nays:  None.   Abstentions:  None Motion carried.

2. Public Comment and Response to Previous Comments (limited to 10 minutes)
Members of the public may speak to the Commission regarding matters NOT on the agenda 
or currently pending before the Commission. Please state your name and city of residence for 
the record and limit your remarks to three (3) minutes.

David asked if either of our aquifers have been tested for PFAS chemicals?
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Tyler: In 2019 State of Idaho tested aquifers, using money from the state. No PFAS found in the 
Grande Rhonde, Wanapum aquifer supplies water to wells number 2 and 3. Well 2 had no 
trace, well 3 had 7 parts per trillion. The City hasn’t pumped well 3 in a few years, has no 
plans to pump until guidance from EPA. 50 parts per trillion is the harmful amount in 
drinking water. There are no PFAS in our source water, but there will be some in our 
wastewater from laundry, dishes etc. There are 100’s of varieties of PFAs. They are toxic 
over time in humans/animals as they build up in the body.  There are four PFAs that are 
regulated.  

1.    Water on the Palouse 

Tyler Palmer (Moscow Deputy City Supervisor) will discuss water issues relevant to the 
City of Moscow. 

PROPOSED ACTIONS:  take action as deemed appropriate.

The Palouse doesn’t seem like the most logical place for a settlement due to the lack of 
enormous body of water. But settlers did find strong artesian wells. They soon noticed 
there was a lack of recharge. Professors from the University of Idaho realized they 
needed to do something and over the years, many ideas for alternative water came to pass 
as did the creation of the Palouse Basin Aquifer Committee.  
 
The upper aquifer does have some recharge compared to the lower. Recharge is mostly 
from the north and east of Moscow Mountain.  We are seeing a slower level of decline, 
although the population has increased. This is due to the conservation residents have been 
diligent about.   
 
Recent maps show Colfax is not on the basin and Potlatch is possibly connected to the 
aquifer system. Tyler believes Moscow has a very aggressive conservation plan 
compared to the rest of Idaho.  
 
Refer to attached presentation for a detailed look at alternatives water options.  
 
Almost all the wastewater is used by the University in the summer. The question was 
raised why the City doesn’t use that water, but Tyler says the cost of storing is high as 
well as most greens spaces in the City are on the east side of the city and we would need 
more infrastructure to pump that wastewater up hill, which would be a huge energy 
increase on the City. 
 
There is currently an adjudication in the Palouse basin.  This adjudication focusses on 
water rights being ranked and given necessary priority. The Tribe did file water rights in 
the basin, which could impact surface water rights. Avista has clean energy requirement 
in Washington that differ from Idaho. They may require pump storage.  

 
2. Moscow Farmers Market
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The SEC is scheduled to table at the Sept 9 Farmers Market. The option to table on July 
29 will be discussed. 

PROPOSED ACTIONS:  take action as deemed appropriate.

Group discussed dates and will hand out seeds, and educational flyers.  
 

3. Commission Survey Questions 

The City of Moscow is planning to conduct a commission survey this year.  
Administration would like the SEC’s questions, up to 5 of them, back by the end of July.

PROPOSED ACTIONS:  discuss potential survey questions and select those to submit. 

 The group discussed the questions they want to add to the survey this year.  

REPORTS
1. City Sustainability Report- Kelli Cooper  

 
Kelli has been busy with irrigation audits. She showed the group an example of the report 
she puts together after she preforms the audit. These are only audits and she does not fix 
any problems, they are only available to City of Moscow residents.  

 
2. Moscow High School Subcommittee Report – Ian Schlater 

No report.  
 

3. Climate Action Working Group (CAWG) – Tina Hilding 
 
They will have a newspaper column this fall with practical tips on getting started with 
climate friendly ideas. The group will have a City official come and talk to the group 
about local ordinances and codes and what can possibly be changed.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

UPCOMING EVENTS / MEETINGS
1. Next SEC meeting 8/15/2023 

ADJOURN 
The meeting adjourned at   7:45 PM 
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_________________________ 
Steve McGeehan, Chair (or stamped by Deputy City Clerk) 
 


















































