MOSCOW TREE
COMMISSION

Ellis Eifert Regular Meeting David Schott
Commission Chair ~Minutes~ Staff Liaison
tree@ci.moscow.id.us 208.883.7098

https://www.ci.moscow.id.us/557/Tree-Commission

Tuesday 5:00 PM Mayors Conference Room
January 2, 2024 ’ 206 E 3rd Street

The meeting was called to order at 5:08 PM.

PRESENT: Ellis Eifert, Chair; Jeanne Leffingwell, Mary Jo Hamilton, Zena Hartung; Pamela
Brunsfeld

STAFF: David Schott
REGULAR AGENDA

1. Approval of Moscow Tree Commission December 5, 2023 Minutes (ACTION
ITEM) — Ellis Eifert

Presentation of minutes for approval.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Approve minutes as presented; approve minutes with
amendments; or provide staff further direction.

Hamilton moved to approve the minutes as presented. Leffingwell seconded.
Roll call vote: Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried.
Recommended to use Leonard’s last name Garrison.

Also, there were 65 participants at the tree ornament workshop.

2. Public Comment and Response to Previous Comments (limited to 10 minutes).

None.

3. Consideration of the 2024 Tree Commission Goals (ACTION ITEM) — Ellis Eifert /
David Schott

The Tree Commission will review 2024 draft goals.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Approve the 2024 Tree Commission goals; or take other such
action deemed appropriate.

The group discussed the draft goals below:
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Moscow Tree Commission
2024 Approved Goals

Tree City USA Overarching Standards

1 Maintaining a tree board or department

2 Having a community tree ordinance

3 Spending at least $2 per capita on urban forestry
4 Celebrating Arbor Day

Tree City USA Growth Awards Categories
A: Building the Team

B: Measuring Trees & Forests

C: Planning the Work

D: Performing the Work

E: The Community Framework

Goal Number Goal
1 Attend two Farmers Markets
2 Tree City USA and Growth Award
3 Cultivate relationship building with other entities to promote Moscow’s Tree Canopy
4 Formalize a Tree Donation Program
5 Draft a Downtown Tree Management Plan
6 Tree Planting Goal: 400 Trees
Consideration of Nils Peterson's Offer (Increase Pitkin Nursery Order: Fall Farmers Market
Utility Billing Newsletter in Fall for Tree Planting

7 Create a Tree Ambassador Program
8 Present Annual Report to City Council
9 Tree Species Selection Class

10 Work with School to Plant Trees

Zena moved to approve the goals as presented. Pamela seconded.

Roll call vote: Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried.

4. Consideration of the FY2025 Annual Tree Commission Budget (ACTION ITEM) —
David Schott
Each year the Tree Commission discusses and approves their annual budget for inclusion
in the City budget request. The Tree Commission will review the FY2024 budget and
discuss the upcoming FY2025 budget request.

ACTION: Approve the 2025 budget request; or take other such action deemed
appropriate.

Arbor day tree purchase and Arbor day seedlings prices have gone up significantly. They
still plan to buy 2 Arbor day trees and spring and fall seedling giveaways as well

education outreach

Pamela moved to approve the budget as presented. Mary Jo seconded.

Roll call vote: Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried.

5. Consideration of the 2024 Tree Commission Officers (ACTION ITEM) — Ellis Eifert
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Each year the Tree Commission elects a Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary for each calendar
year. The Tree Commission will elect members within the Tree Commission for these
positions for 2024. Current 2023 officers are: Ellis Eifert, Chair; David Rauk, Vice Chair;
Pamela Brunsfeld, Secretary.

ACTION: Elect the Chair, Vice Chair, and Secretary positions.
Pamela moved to nominate Ellis as chair. Mary Jo seconded.
Pamela moved to nominate David as vice chair. Mary Jo seconded.

Jeanne moved to nominate Mary Jo as secretary. Zena seconded.
Roll call vote: Ayes: Unanimous. Motion carried.

REPORTS

UPCOMING EVENTS / MEETINGS
1. Next Tree Commission Meeting: February 6, 2024

ADJOURN

The meeting was adjourned at 5:50pm.

Mime o

Jenifer Rossini
2.8.2024

Ellis Eifert, Chair (or stamped by Deputy City Clerk)
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