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The meeting was called to order at 6:06 p.m.

PRESENT: Victoria Seever; Gordon Wilson; Al Poplawsky; Julia Parker-Council Liaison; Asaph 
Cousins; Tina Hilding; Sam Gallaher; Sophie Gilbert

STAFF: Kelli Cooper

REGULAR AGENDA

1. Approval of Sustainable Environment Commission February 20, 2024 Minutes
(ACTION ITEM)
Minutes presented for approval.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Approve the February minutes as presented; approve minutes with 
amendments; or provide staff further direction.

Al moved to approve the February 2024 minutes, and Sam second to approve minutes as presented.

Roll Call Vote:  Ayes: Unanimous.   Nays:  None.   Abstentions:  None. Motion carried.

Tim Davis did not attend meeting, but Kyle Steele did. Steve McGeehan was also present. 

2. Public Comment and Response to Previous Comments (limited to 10 minutes)
Members of the public may speak to the Commission regarding matters NOT on the agenda or
currently pending before the Commission. Please state your name and city of residence for the 
record and limit your remarks to three (3) minutes.

None
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3. Sewage to Biogas 
A novel waste treatment to efficiently convert sewage to biogas.  Professor Birgitte Ahring
will discuss her research and a pilot program to more efficiently convert leftover sludge to
biogas, an advance that could help communities lower their waste treatment costs while
helping the environment.  NOTE- Professor Ahring will present via Zoom. 

PROPOSED ACTIONS:  Discuss and take action as deemed appropriate.
 

A total of 7.2 million dry metric ton of sewage sludge is produced yearly. To reduce this 
amount Anaerobic Digestion (AD) is implement in 50% of all WWTF in the US. Still 2.5 
million dry metric ton is left after AD of which 2 million dry ton is disposed in landfills 
resulting in a significant contribution to the greenhouse gas.  

The final goal was to achieve 95% CO2 conversion efficiency and they actually achieved 98%.

 *Refer to attached presentation for full report.  
 

4.  Mayor’s Earth Day Awards 
The SEC will discuss nominations for the Mayor’s Earth Day Awards. 

 
PROPOSED ACTIONS:  Take action as deemed appropriate. 

 

Group looked over list provided by Kelli and added or changed categories for some.        

Julie says the Mayor is ok to include climate change language in the Earth Day proclamation.  
Earth day awards will be given out April 15th. 

5.    Booth at Art Walk 

Sign-ups are open for commissions to have a booth at the Artwalk finale in June if the SEC is 
interested. 

PROPOSED ACTIONS:  Take action as deemed appropriate. 
 

     Group is talking about what activities they will provide at their booth.  

REPORTS
1. City Sustainability Report- Kelli Cooper  

Greenhouse gas inventory data entry.  
Water line survey coming out to determine if there are any lead or copper in service lines.  
Youth pollinator summit this week.  
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2. Moscow High School Subcommittee Report – TBD 

None 

3. Climate Action Working Group – Tina Hilding 
 
There was discussion about the emergency climate declaration. The compost letter has 
been forwarded onto Bill Belknap, City Supervisor, and Tyler Palmer, Deputy City 
Supervisor- Public Works and Services.  

Kelli reported that she and Sophie Gilbert met with the King County group and learned 
more about their current pilot programs. 

Kelli presented the group with a new tool to evaluate the potential implementation 
actions that have been compiled by the group over the last year.   

Tina brought up the new wind farm that is being proposed for near Kamiak Butte in 
Washington.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS / MEETINGS

1. Next SEC meeting set for April 16, 2024 
 
 
ADJOURN 
The meeting adjourned at 7:00 PM

_________________________ 
Steve McGeehan, Chair (or stamped by Deputy City Clerk) 
 

 

 Jenifer Rossini 




