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The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

PRESENT: Steve McGeehan, Asaph Cousins; Sam Gallaher; Gordon Wilson; Tina Hilding; 
Victoria Seever; Al Poplawksi

STAFF: Kelli Cooper; Tyle Palmer

REGULAR AGENDA

1. Approval of Sustainable Environment Commission July 16, 2024 Minutes (ACTION 
ITEM)
Minutes presented for approval.  

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Approve the minutes as presented; approve minutes with 
amendments; or provide staff further direction.

Victoria moved to approve the July 16, 2024 minutes, and Asaph second to approve 
minutes as presented.

Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Unanimous.   Nays: None.   Abstentions: None. Motion carried.

2. Public Comment and Response to Previous Comments (limited to 10 minutes)
Members of the public may speak to the Commission regarding matters NOT on the agenda 
or currently pending before the Commission. Please state your name and city of residence 
for the record and limit your remarks to three (3) minutes.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: receive the public comment.

None.
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3. Palouse Basin Aquifer Committee Update
Tyler Palmer (Deputy City Administrator) and Mike Faupel (Executive Director of 
PBAC) will provide an update on PBAC’s work on our regional water supply.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: discuss and take action as deemed appropriate.

Tyler started with a brief history of the levels of our aquifers over the years. And how 
they have been declining. Wannapum is the upper, Grand Rhonde is the lower. City of 
Moscow and City of Pullman are on a separate water system from their local universities; 
University of Idaho and Washington State University. Moscow is the only pumping 
entity of the upper aquifer, but there are a lot of private wells in the county. 

Tyler went over two of the alternative water supply options. Alternative 2 is currently 
being examined in depth.

*complete presentation attached.

4. Climate Action Planning Questionnaire
Tina will discuss ideas about the SEC developing a questionnaire to help prioritize 
climate action planning.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: discuss and take action as deemed appropriate

ICLEI (Local Governments for Sustainability) has come up with a survey to prioritize 
planning and will be helping the City with the Climate Action Plan. The City will be 
handing out this survey to Commissions and they will grade each category on the survey.

5. Citizens Survey
Kelli will summarize the results of the Citizens Survey.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: discuss and take action as deemed appropriate

Kelli says the response rate was very low. The group discussed ways to get a better 
response. 

Kelli went over several responses. The group discussed the answers. 

REPORTS
1. City Sustainability Report- Kelli Cooper 

Final review of the Conservation Water Plan update. They are working on incentivizing 
the rebate program. Possibly adding a hot water heater rebate. 
Wisescape guidebook will possibly get an update as well. 
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Kelli participated in the Climate Solutions Summit in Wyoming.

Kelli purchased outlet insulators for Farmers Market giveaways. She will do a Facebook 
post for residents to pick one up at the Magyar building. 

2. Moscow High School Subcommittee Report – TBD

The group came to discuss the possibility of continuing the solar panel project that was 
started years ago. Kelli encouraged one of them to apply to be the High School 
representative. 

3. Climate Action Working Group – Tina Hilding

Group has been talking about implementation planning and upcoming newspaper 
columns. 
Community solar is still being explored. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

UPCOMING EVENTS / MEETINGS
1. Next SEC meeting set for December 17, 2024

ADJOURN
The meeting adjourned at 7:49 PM

_________________________
Steve McGeehan, Chair (or stamped by Deputy City Clerk)






































