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The Moscow Mayor, City Council and Staff welcome you to tonight’s meeting. This meeting is open to the 

public. We appreciate and encourage public participation. For regular agenda items, an opportunity for 

public comment is sometimes provided after the staff report. However, the formality of procedures varies 

with the purpose and subject of the agenda item; therefore, the Mayor may exercise discretion in deciding 

when to allow public comment during the course of the proceedings and limitations may be placed on the 

time allowed for comments. Citizens wishing to comment on business that is not on the agenda will be 

provided the opportunity to do so during the public comment item on the agenda. If you plan to address the 

Council, you will find a list of “Tips for Addressing the Council” in the door pocket outside the City Council 

Chambers. Please note that Moscow City Council meetings are televised, videotaped and/or recorded. Links 

to view the City Council meeting live can be found on the City website and the City’s YouTube channel. 

Thank you for your interest in City government. 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
  

 

PROCLAMATION 
 

  
 

Bike Month 
      

 

CONSENT AGENDA  
  

 

  1. All Consent Items (ACTION ITEM) 
      

 

  A. Approval of Moscow City Council April 21, 2025 Minutes - Laurie M. Hopkins 
      

 

  B. Approval of Payment of Claims - Sarah Decker 
      

 

  C. Request for Waiver for On-Premises Consumption Within 300 Feet of a School or 

Church per Idaho Code - Laurie M. Hopkins 

    The owners of Karma Indian Cuisine are in the process of obtaining an alcohol license. Idaho 

Code § 23-913, 23-1011B, and 23-1307A, prohibits any business from selling liquor, beer 

and/or wine for on-premise consumption within three hundred feet (300’) of any church, 

school or any other place or worship, unless the City Council approves waiver of the 

requirement. Karma Indian Cuisine is located at 1420 S Blaine Street, which is within 300 

feet of Real Life. The state license has been issued. The county license has been applied for 

and is pending approval. Letters of support from The Jubilee School and Real Life have been 

submitted. A letter from Suriya Mohan, the owner of Karma Indian Cuisine, requesting a 

waiver has been submitted for your review and consideration. This was reviewed by the 

Administrative Committee on April 28, 2025 and recommended for approval. 

ACTION:  Approve the waiver allowing the sell of alcohol for on-premises consumption at 

1420 S. Blain Street Suite 19-20. 
      

 

http://www.ci.moscow.id.us/
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  D. South Moscow Business Park (SOMO) Development and Monumentation Agreements - 

Bob Buvel 

    Jeff Motley, on behalf of Two-GM, LLC., has submitted to the City a final plat for the 

development of a property east of the intersection of Old Highway 95 and US 95 and just 

south of the South Fork of the Palouse River.  On October 07, 2024, the City Council 

approved the preliminary plat for this property.  The final plat is titled South Moscow 

Business Park and will be presented for City Council approval on May 5th.  If Council 

approves the final plat, development and monumentation agreements will be required. The 

development agreement is necessary to address project phasing, construction of public 

improvements, parkland dedication, as-constructed drawings, City participation in up-sizing 

proposed utilities, and a proportionate share fee for the future installation of a traffic control 

signal. Staff has prepared both agreements for approval. This item was reviewed by the 

Administrative Committee on April 28, 2025, and recommended for approval. 

ACTION: Approve of the Development and Monumentation Agreements for the South 

Moscow Business Park. 
      

 

  E. Renewal of Intermodal Transit Center Lease with SMART Transit - Bill Belknap 

    The City currently leases space in the Intermodal Transit Center to Regional Public 

Transportation (RPT) dba SMART Transit. The existing lease will expire on September 30, 

2025. SMART approached the City regarding the ability to amend the existing lease 

agreement to include an adjacent office that was last occupied by the Partnership for 

Economic Prosperity Executive Director. Staff has prepared an updated lease agreement that 

includes the use of the additional office space and a five-year term to expire on September 30 

of 2030, for the Council's consideration. This was reviewed by the Administrative Committee 

on April 28, 2025, and recommended for approval. 

ACTION: Approve the Lease Agreement Between Regional Public Transportation (dba 

SMART Transit) and the City of Moscow. 
      

 

  F. Moscow Chamber of Commerce Visitor and Tourism Services Agreement Renewal - 

Bill Belknap 

    The City of Moscow has financially supported the visitor and tourism activities of the 

Moscow Chamber of Commerce and Visitor Center for many years. In review of this 

arrangement, in 2022, Staff identified the need to have a services agreement to document the 

specific services that the Chamber provides in exchange for the funding provided by the City. 

The agreement was approved in November 2022 and will expire in November of this year. 

Staff have prepared an updated agreement that is similar to the prior agreement, with the 

addition of the Chamber assuming responsibility for quarterly ArtWalk events. This was 

reviewed by the Administrative Committee on April 28, 2025, and recommended for 

approval. 

ACTION: Approve the Visitor and Tourism Services Agreement. 
      

 

  G. SOMO Addition Final Plat - Mike Ray 

    On October 7, 2024, Moscow City Council approved the annexation, Comprehensive Plan 

land use designation, and zoning designation of a 51.33-acre area. Also included in the 

proposal was a preliminary subdivision plat of a 29.46-acre area to create 15 lots ranging from 

0.82 to 4.18 acres in size, referred to as the SOMO Addition, which was approved by the 

Council with two conditions. On January 21, 2025 the applicant submitted the final 

subdivision plat to be reviewed by the Planning and Zoning Commission and City Council. 

The Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed the final plat at their regular meeting on 

March 28, 2025 and recommended approval to City Council. Since one of the preliminary 
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plat conditions pertaining to access approval from Idaho Transportation Department is still 

not complete, staff is recommending that this condition be carried over to the final plat. This 

item was reviewed by the Administrative Committee on April 28, 2025 and recommended for 

approval. 

ACTION: Approve the SOMO Addition Final Plat with the condition that the applicant shall 

gain access approval from the Idaho Transportation Department and complete any necessary 

mitigation for the connection of SOMO Drive to the highway system. 
      

 

  H. Deakin Ave Pavement Rehabilitation and City Utility Improvements - Memorandum of 

Agreement - Scott Bontrager 

    This University of Idaho initiated project's scope is to completely reconstruct the Deakin 

Avenue corridor from University Avenue to Sweet Avenue. During the review process of the 

University's project, the City recognized the need to also replace the aging underground 

utilities (domestic water, sanitary sewer, and storm sewer) along Deakin Avenue while the 

University is replacing the road, curb, gutter, and sidewalks. The University of Idaho, through 

the Idaho State Division of Public Works, has contracted with McKinstry as the Construction 

Manager/General Contractor to construct the project. On April 4, 2025, the City received a 

copy of the proposal from McKinstry to construct the entire project for a total of $961,031, 

of which the City's utility upgrade portion of the project would total $355,637. Included in 

the packet is a Memorandum of Agreement between the City of Moscow and the University 

of Idaho for the City to provide a lump sum payment to the University in the amount of 

$355,637 for the City's portion of the project. This was reviewed by the Administrative 

Committee on April 28, 2025, and recommended for approval. 

ACTION: Approve the Memorandum of Agreement between City of Moscow and University 

of Idaho and provide a Lump Sum payment in the amount of $355,637.00. 
      

 

REGULAR AGENDA  
  

 

  2. Mayors Appointments (ACTION ITEM) 
      

 

  3. Public Comment (limit 15 minutes) 
      

 

  4. Council on Aging & Human Services (COA) Regional Transit Funding Request (ACTION 

ITEM) - Bill Belknap 

    The Council on Aging & Human Services (COA), operating public transit services as COAST, is 

proposing to initiate a regional public transit service between the cities of Colfax, Albion, Pullman, 

and Moscow. They have received grant funding to initiate the service and are seeking the required 

local match funding from regional entities. The Port of Whitman recently committed $40,000 in 

funding, and COAST has received funding commitments from the Pullman Downtown 

Association, Colfax Thrifty Grandmothers, Kiwanis Club of Colfax, Colfax Downtown 

Association, and Colfax Chamber of Commerce. COAST presented a request to the City Council 

at the Council's February 3, 2025 meeting, at which time the Council stated they would consider 

the request. COAST recently received a pledge for a matching funding commitment of up to $5,000 

from Avista Corporation if the City of Moscow and/or the City of Pullman donate or exceed a 

$5,000 donation to support this project. Council Leadership requested that this be placed before 

the Council for consideration. If the Council approves a financial contribution, Staff will prepare 

a services agreement with COAST to document the services the City would receive in exchange 

for the financial commitment. 

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Consider the request and take action as deemed appropriate. 
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  5. Proposed Repeal of Moscow City Code Title 9, Chapter 10, Moscow Day Care Ordinance 

(ACTION ITEM) - Bill Belknap 

    The Idaho Legislature passed House Bill No. 243 and House Bill No. 312, with Governor Little 

having signed them into law on March 27, 2025, with an effective date of July 1, 2025. The Bill's 

amend the day care licensing regulations, which include repeal of Idaho Code Section 39-1108, 

relating to the local option for day care licensing. The City has utilized the local option over the 

last thirty years and regulated day care licensing within the City of Moscow with standards that 

met the minimum state standards with some standards that were more stringent than the State. 

Based on the repeal of Idaho Code Section 39-1108 removing the local option for day care 

regulations, the City is required to repeal Moscow City Code Title 9, Chapter 10, Moscow Day 

Care Ordinance with an effective date of July 1, 2025. This was reviewed by the Administrative 

Committee on April 28, 2025, and forwarded to the full Council with no recommendation. 

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Approve the Ordinance under suspension of the rules requiring three 

complete and separate readings and that it be read by title and published by summary; or consider 

the Ordinance on first reading and that it be read by title; or reject the Ordinance; or take other 

action deemed appropriate. 
      

 

  6. Proposed Repeal of Moscow City Code Title 10, Chapter 1, Section 1-16 (ACTION ITEM) - 

Bill Belknap 

    The Idaho Legislature passed House Bill 270, with an effective date of March 26, 2025, which 

amends Idaho Code Section 18-4116, the Indecent Exposure statue. House Bill 270 expands what 

acts are included in the crime of Indecent Exposure. Moscow City Code 10-1-16 is narrower in 

scope than House Bill 270; thereby creating a conflict between the two laws, which necessitates 

the City repealing Moscow City Code 10-1-16. This was reviewed by the Administrative 

Committee on April 28, 2025, and forwarded to the full Council with no recommendation. 

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Approve the Ordinance under suspension of the rules requiring three 

complete and separate readings and that it be read by title and published by summary; or consider 

the Ordinance on first reading and that it be read by title; or reject the Ordinance; or take other 

action deemed appropriate. 
      

 

  7. Indian Hills Restroom Installation Report - Tyler Palmer 
      

 

REPORTS 
 

  
 

City Council 
      

 

  
 

Mayor 
      

 

ADJOURN 
 

 
 

 

NOTICE:  It is the policy of the City of Moscow that all City-sponsored public meetings and events are 

accessible to all people. If you need assistance in participating in this meeting or event due to a disability under 

the ADA, please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator by phone at (208) 883-7600, TDD (208) 883-7019, or by 

email at adacoordinator@ci.moscow.id.us at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting or event to request 

an accommodation. The City of Moscow is committed to ensuring that all reasonable accommodation requests 

are fulfilled. 

mailto:adacoordinator@ci.moscow.id.us

