Moscow City Council

Regular Meeting Laurie M. Hopkins
~Agenda~ City Clerk
WWW.ci.moscow.id.us 208.883.7015

Council Chambers

Tuesday, September 2, 2025 7:00 PM 206 E. Third St.

The Moscow Mayor, City Council and Staff welcome you to tonight’s meeting. This meeting is open to the
public. We appreciate and encourage public participation. For regular agenda items, an opportunity for
public comment is sometimes provided after the staff report. However, the formality of procedures varies
with the purpose and subject of the agenda item; therefore, the Mayor may exercise discretion in deciding
when to allow public comment during the course of the proceedings and limitations may be placed on the
time allowed for comments. Citizens wishing to comment on business that is not on the agenda will be
provided the opportunity to do so during the public comment item on the agenda. If you plan to address the
Council, you will find a list of “Tips for Addressing the Council” in the door pocket outside the City Council
Chambers. Please note that Moscow City Council meetings are televised, videotaped and/or recorded. Links
to view the City Council meeting live can be found on the City website and the City’s YouTube channel.
Thank you for your interest in City government.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
CONSENT AGENDA
1. All Consent Items (ACTION ITEM)

A. Approval of Moscow City Council August 18, 2025 Minutes - Laurie M. Hopkins
B. Approval of Payment of Claims - Sarah Decker

C. Hills and Rivers Housing Trust - Affordable Housing Grant Request - Alisa Anderson

On November 15, 2021, the Mayor and City Council approved Resolution 2021-22,
establishing the “City of Moscow Affordable Homeownership Grant Program” governed by
specific eligibility and disbursement guidelines. The Hills and Rivers Housing Trust
(formerly the Moscow Affordable House Trust) initially requested funding for five homes in
2022, with the first award issued in January 2023 to support ongoing affordable housing
development. Since then, the Trust has had no eligible applicants until the current
submission, which involves a unique situation where down payment assistance from the
buyer’s parents and IHFA reduced the home’s purchase price, but the requirement for a
parent’s name on the title, while meeting all other grant criteria, falls outside the program’s
standard parameters. The buyer meets the grant’s requirements and obligations per
Resolution 2021-22, and all documentation has been reviewed and verified. The assistance
provided aligns with the program’s goal of reducing barriers to homeownership and
ensuring monthly payments remain manageable for low-to-moderate income households.
Accordingly, staff recommend that the City Council approve the request, endorsing the
exception as being in accordance with the overarching objectives of the program. This item
was reviewed by the Administrative Committee on August 25, 2025, and recommended for
approval.
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ACTION: Approve the application submitted by the Hills and Rivers Housing Trust for the
Affordable Housing Grant Program and authorize the Mayor to execute the necessary
documentation to secure the City’s property interest in the home for $10,000.

REGULAR AGENDA
2. Mayors Appointments (ACTION ITEM)

3. Public Comment (limit 15 minutes)
4. Citizen Commission Report

5. PUBLIC HEARING: Augustine Avenue Apartments Planned Unit Development and
Preliminary Plat (ACTION ITEM) - Mike Ray

The applicant, Impact Investors, is proposing a preliminary subdivision plat and Planned Unit
Development (PUD) of four parcels located at 2300 Augustine Avenue within the City of
Moscow. The proposed preliminary plat is a 4.06-acre area to create ten (10) parcels ranging
from 5,500 square feet to 7,407 square feet, and two large common area tracts, referred to as the
Augustine Ave Apartments Addition. The proposed PUD is a mixed-use development consisting
of ten (10) buildings comprised of 114 dwelling units and sixteen (16) commercial live/work
units. The City of Moscow Planning and Zoning Commission conducted a public hearing for the
proposed PUD and preliminary plat on July 9, 2025, and recommended approval with one
condition.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Conduct the public hearing upon the PUD and preliminary plat and
upon consideration of any testimony presented:

1. Approve the preliminary PUD for Augustine Avenue Apartments Addition with no
conditions and adopt the Planning and Zoning Commission Reasoned Statement of
Relevant Criteria; or approve the preliminary PUD with conditions and direct staff to
prepare a Reasoned Statement of Relevant Criteria; or reject the preliminary PUD and
direct staff to prepare a Reasoned Statement of Relevant Criteria; or take other such
action deemed appropriate.

2. If the preliminary PUD is approved, approve the preliminary plat for Augustine Avenue
Apartments Addition with one condition and adopt the Planning and Zoning
Commission Reasoned Statement of Relevant Criteria; or approve the preliminary plat
with no conditions and direct staff to prepare a Reasoned Statement of Relevant Criteria;
or reject the preliminary plat and direct staff to prepare a Reasoned Statement of
Relevant Criteria; or take other such action deemed appropriate.

6. Consideration of Human Rights Commission Sponsorship Requests (ACTION ITEM) -
Anthony Dahlinger, Erin Agidius
In observance of Inclusive Communities Month in September, the Human Rights Commission
would like to sponsor three events, including two movie screenings and a community dinner
event in September for Inclusive Communities Month. The City's adopted Policy requires that all
requests with a monetary value of more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500) and which are found
to have a legitimate public purpose and are legally permissible shall be reviewed and approved or
denied by the City Council. The sponsorship requests are now before the Council for
consideration.
PROPOSED ACTIONS: Approve the proposed sponsorship requests; Deny the proposed
sponsorship requests; or take other action as deemed appropriate.
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7. PUBLIC HEARING: Open Budget for Fiscal Year 2024-2025 (FY2025) (ACTION ITEM) -
Sarah Decker

The State of Idaho provides a process for cities to amend the original fiscal year budget
appropriation ordinance in accordance with Idaho Code section 50-1003. The City completed its
FY2025 budget adoption in August 2024 and headed into its FY2024 fiscal year-end. During the
fiscal year-end, it was determined that multiple major operating funds accumulated
unappropriated fund balances. Also, during FY2025, Information Systems performed an in-depth
evaluation of future capital and minor IS equipment needs and determined excess unappropriated
accumulation that should be returned to the contributing funds during the FY2025 fiscal year-
end. Staff is proposing to amend Ordinance 2024-12 in the amount of $5,710,476 to
accommodate the unappropriated fund balances. This was reviewed by the Administrative
Committee on August 25, 2025, and recommended for approval.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Conduct the public hearing and, on consideration of public testimony
received, approve the Ordinance under suspension of the rules requiring three complete and
separate readings and that it be read by title and published by summary; or consider the
Ordinance on first reading and that it be read by title; or reject the Ordinance; or take such other
action deemed appropriate.

8. Low-to-Moderate Income (LMI) Randomized Community Survey — (ACTION ITEM) -
Alisa Anderson

On June 24, 2024, Staff received notice from the Idaho Department of Commerce that, effective
August 1, 2024, the City of Moscow is no longer eligible to apply for Idaho Community
Development Block Grant funds based on the 2020 American Community Survey (ACS) data.
The data states that Moscow now has a 50.9% Low to Moderate Income (LMI) rate, just below
the 51% threshold required for area-wide benefit projects. To verify this, Staff proposes
conducting a citywide Random Income Survey to confirm whether the actual LMI percentage
meets or exceeds 51%. The survey would include multiple response methods and a public
outreach campaign, with a target of 279 valid responses out of 372 surveys mailed. If successful,
this new LMI designation would be valid for five years, which would allow the City to continue
applying for future Idaho Community Development Block Grant (ICDBG) funds to support
upcoming projects aimed at enhancing public parks, recreational facilities, and essential public
infrastructure, including water systems, sewer systems, roadways, fire engines, and downtown
revitalization projects. Staff has prepared all necessary documentation and seeks approval to
proceed with the survey. This was reviewed by the Administrative Committee on August 25,
2025, and recommended for approval.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Approve Staff to proceed with the LMI Randomized Community
Survey, or take other action deemed appropriate.

9. Idaho Community Development Block Grant (ICDBG) — Affordable Housing Project
(ACTION ITEM) - Alisa Anderson
City staff is working with a development corporation proposing a two-phase project on a 10-acre
site at Warbonnet Drive, consisting of 92 affordable rental units targeted at households earning
30-80% AMI, with amenities such as gardens, a playground, and community rooms. City staff is
proposing to support the effort by applying for a $500,000 Idaho Community Development
Block Grant to fund infrastructure extensions, with a $50,000 in-kind match for grant
administration. Staff seeks approval to begin planning and submit the application in November
2025 on behalf of the development corporation, with final awards announced in April 2026. This
was reviewed by the Administrative Committee on August 25, 2025, and recommended for
approval.
PROPOSED ACTIONS: Approve staff to prepare and submit an Idaho Community
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Development Block Grant application for Public Facilities to aid in developing affordable rental
housing by extending necessary public infrastructure to the project, or provide staff with further
direction.

REPORTS
City Council

Mayor

ADJOURN

NOTICE: It is the policy of the City of Moscow that all City-sponsored public meetings and events are
accessible to all people. If you need assistance in participating in this meeting or event due to a disability under
the ADA, please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator by phone at (208) 883-7600, TDD (208) 883-7019, or by
email at adacoordinator@ci.moscow.id.us at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting or event to request
an accommodation. The City of Moscow is committed to ensuring that all reasonable accommodation requests
are fulfilled.
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