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WELCOME AND ATTENDANCE  

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

1. Mission of the Moscow Farmers Market 

The Moscow Farmers Market celebrates life on the Palouse by providing the community 

with the opportunity to buy and sell local and regional agricultural products (e.g., crops, 

meat, cheese, wine, etc.), distinctive handmade goods, artisan pieces, and original recipe 

cuisine. This venue is meant to encourage and support sustainable economic, social and 

environmental practices. 

 

2. Approval of Farmers Market Commission October 7, 2025 Minutes (ACTION ITEM) 

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Approve minutes, amend minutes, or take such other action 

deemed appropriate. 

 

3. Public Comment and Response to Previous Comments (limited to 10 minutes) 
Members of the public may speak to the Commission regarding matters NOT on the agenda 

or currently pending before the Commission. Please state your name and city of residence for the 

record and limit your remarks to three (3) minutes. 

 

4. Limiting of Vendor Types (ACTION ITEM) 

The 2025 Market season included 159 Vendors eligible for participation. Since the 

expansion onto E. 4th Street, the Market now hosts 110 spaces but continues to experience 

waitlists particularly for Craft Artisan Vendors. Staff has put together a report that shows 

the number of Vendor types, number of weeks at capacity, and number of Vendors on 

waitlists. Commission members and staff have fielded concerns regarding whether the 

Market has reached a point in placing a moratorium on certain Vendor types, or if changes 

need to be considered to the current process for granting space assignments and/or 

accepting Vendors. Vendor acceptance is thoroughly outlined in Appendix 6 of the Market 

Handbook. Any proposed changes to acceptance, moratoriums, etc. must be vetted by the 

Policy Subcommittee for further review by the entire Commission.  

 

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Task Policy Subcommittee with review of limiting Vendor 

types in their annual scope of work or take such other action deemed appropriate. 

 

5. 2025-2026 Policy Subcommittee scope of work (ACTION ITEM) 

The subcommittee is tasked with reviewing and/or editing the following for the 2026 Market 

Handbook. Members met on Tue., Oct. 28 to propose a scope of work which includes review 

of the following policies: 
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• Annual Vendor Orientation 

• Appendix 6 

o Forage Vendors 

o Adding Products 

o Product classification for foraged, non-plant derived materials (may also 

apply to Vendor Categories) 

• Pricing 

Subcommittee members for the 2025-2026 review period are Larson (2022), Alvarez (2024), 

Manning (2024), and Blankenship (2024). All were present at the subcommittee meeting. 

 

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Accept the proposed scope of work as presented or take such other 

action as deemed appropriate. 

  

REPORTS 

1. Branding Subcommittee 50th anniversary report – Manning, Martinet, Smith, 

Strong, Argona 

2. Community Events Manager report – Argona 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

1. Chair and Vice-Chair nominations due by Fri., Nov. 21  
Email aargona@ci.moscow.id.us with nominations. Voting will take place at Dec. 2 meeting.  

2. Proposed Items for Future Agendas  

Commission members may email Amanda Argona (aargona@ci.moscow.id.us) to propose 

future agenda items for discussion. 

a. Policies Subcommittee report 

b. Strategic Plan update 

c. Conference selection and attendance 

3. Farmers Market Commission regular meeting December 2, 2025 at Moscow City 

Hall in Council Chambers 

 

ADJOURN 
 

NOTICE: It is the policy of the City of Moscow that all City-sponsored public meetings and events are accessible 

to all people. If you need assistance in participating in this meeting or event due to a disability under the ADA, 

please contact the City’s ADA Coordinator by phone at (208) 883-7600, TDD (208) 883-7019, or by email at 

adacoordinator@ci.moscow.id.us at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting or event to request an 

accommodation. The City of Moscow is committed to ensuring that all reasonable accommodation requests are 

fulfilled. 
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Manning called the meeting to order at 4:00 PM 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: JT Manning, Chair; Phil Blankenship, Josh Larson, Jodi McClory, Kassie 

Smith, Kristin Strong 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Colette DePhelps, Samantha Martinet, Gerardo Alvarez 

OTHERS: Drew Davis 

STAFF: Amanda Argona, Jennifer Fleischman, Amanda Reyes 

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

 

1. Mission of the Moscow Farmers Market 

The Moscow Farmers Market celebrates life on the Palouse by providing the community with the 

opportunity to buy and sell local and regional agricultural products (e.g., crops, meat, cheese, wine, 

etc.), distinctive handmade goods, artisan pieces, and original recipe cuisine. This venue is meant to 

encourage and support sustainable economic, social and environmental practices. 

McClory read the mission statement aloud. 

 

2. Approval of Farmers Market Commission September 3, 2025 Minutes (ACTION ITEM) 

Larson moved for approval of the minutes as presented, seconded by Blankenship. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: 

Unanimous (6). Nays: None. Abstentions: None. Motion carried. 

 

3. Public Comment and Response to Previous Comments (limited to 10 minutes) 

Members of the public may speak to the Commission regarding matters NOT on the agenda or currently 

pending before the Commission. Please state your name and city of residence for the record and limit 

your remarks to three (3) minutes. 

Cynthia King, Moscow, introduced herself and informed the Commission that she is a local journalist for 

the Moscow Report, www.moscowidaho.news. 

 

4. Halloween Costume Contest (ACTION ITEM) 

This will be the sixth annual costume contest to celebrate the end of the Market season. Attached for 

review is the proposed in-person format. 

Traditionally, we have hosted three to four judges, an emcee, and additional volunteers to assist with 

contestant check-in. The contest has been held from 9 am to 12 pm, with a formal presentation of 

awards at a City Council meeting in November. Vendor Colter and Co Photography & Events has 

offered photography services for the event. 

Argona provided information from the 2024 Halloween contest, as described above, and requested feedback 

or changes. The Commission discussed Junior age group category possibly not being as popular. It was 

discussed to keep contest age groups the same as the 2024 season and reevaluate for the 2026 season. 

Martinet, Strong and Larson will act as contest judges, Blankenship and Manning as substitutes if needed. 

Argona indicated that councilmember Lewis expressed interest as an emcee if needed. 
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Larson moved for approval of the 2025 Halloween Costume Contest as presented, seconded by Smith. Roll 

Call Vote: Ayes: Unanimous (6). Nays: None. Abstentions: None. Motion carried. 

 

REPORTS 

 

1. Community Events Manager report  

Argona shared the Manager report (see attached), including brief plans for advertising America’s Farmers 

Market Celebration next year. It was suggested to explain the importance of voting to the Vendors during 

the spring orientation meeting. Upcoming commission term expirations for Alvarez, Smith and Manning 

were announced. A conversation opened about the possibility of expanding the Markets footprint to 

encompass the remainder of Fourth Street, opening an additional 14 spaces, and included a discussion on 

the pros and cons of the side street location for the Vendors there. Overall impression is in favor of adding 

space with proper signage, anchor vendors, updated bell brigade routes, and social media advertising. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
1.  Proposed Items for Future Agendas 

Commission members may email Amanda Argona (aargona@ci.moscow.id.us) to propose future agenda 

items for discussion. 

Smith requested a discussion on capping new craft and prepared food vendors, or capping vendor category 

types to shorten waitlists. Preference is to discuss prior to going to policies, action would be to send to 

policies or not. 

 
2.  Halloween Costume Contest awards presentation November 3, 2025 during City Council meeting 
in Council Chambers 

 
3.  Farmers Market Commission regular meeting November 4, 2025 at Moscow City Hall in Council 
Chambers 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:31 PM 

 

 

 

____________________________                                 ___________________  
JT Manning, Chair                                    Date 
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2025-2026 Branding subcommittee | 50th Anniversary project 

JT Manning, At-Large Rep. 

Kassie Smith, Crafts Vendor Rep. 

Samantha Martinet, MCOC+VC Rep. 

Kristin Strong, At-Large Rep. 

Monday 

October 27, 2025 
10:00 AM 

Haddock First Floor 

Conference room 

504 S. Washington Street 

 

WELCOME AND ATTENDANCE 

Strong absent. 

 

REGULAR AGENDA 

1. Review commemorative community activities 

a. January 15 to March 13, 2026 “Produce” at Third Street Gallery 

i. Regional open call period from October-December 2025 

ii. Reception 5-7pm, January 15, 2026 (January Artwalk) 

b. February 6 to March 6, 2026 “Cheers to 50 Years! Celebrating the Moscow 

Farmers Market” at 1912 Center 

i. Community art show, one piece per artist with submissions due on 

February 2, 2026 

ii. Reception 5-7pm, February 6, 2026 

c. August 2026 TBD at Moscow Chamber of Commerce + Visitor Center 

i. Market posters and history in partnership with Latah Co. Historical Society 

ii. Limited run of previous posters available August 8, 2026 in alignment with 

National Farmers Market Week Celebration 

 

Argona reviewed the list of above activities. Discussion ensued about leveraging e-

newsletters to garner interest and awareness. Manning and Martinet explored the 

idea of including a reception that served as a thank you to the City for its efforts in 

hosting the Market. There was consensus that a Wed. or Thu. evening in mid- to late 

August would be best.  

 

2. Review Vendor interest in commemorative Market activities 

a. 78% are interested in providing products for Market Box Giveaways 

b. 19% are interested in using 50th anniversary logo with license-to-use contract 

c. 9% are interested in using 50th anniversary packaging with their own products 

 

Argona reviewed Vendor responses on 50th anniversary participation. Questions 

were posed to Vendors in the 2025 application. Based on responses, Argona asked 

the subcommittee if it is worth pursuing initial anniversary ideas like bulk packaging 

and license-to-use anniversary logo contract. Subcommittee members felt that a 
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2025-2026 Branding subcommittee | 50th Anniversary project 

JT Manning, At-Large Rep. 

Kassie Smith, Crafts Vendor Rep. 

Samantha Martinet, MCOC+VC Rep. 

Kristin Strong, At-Large Rep. 

more reasonable route in lieu of packaging was to offer a stamp, or provide 

anniversary logo in graphic form for use in form of a sticker.  

 

The subcommittee expressed interest in pursuing the license-to-use contract, 

indicating that working with a smaller list of Vendors might bode well. Proposed 

timeline for this aspect was as follows: 

• Nov. – Vendors notified of submission period 

• Thu., Jan. 1 – Submission period open for requests for proposals (RFP). 

Invite only.  

• Sun., Mar. 8 – Submission period closes for RFP 

• Week of Mar. 23 – Subcommittee RFP selection 

• Tue., Apr. 7 – Commission approval of RFP selection 
 

Subcommittee directed Argona to provide a follow-up email to Vendors who 

indicated participation in 50th anniversary activities following the Nov. Commission 

meeting.  

 

There was vigorous discussion around the 50th anniversary Market giveaways, which 

had an overwhelming participation response. Martinet suggested in lieu of 

cardboard boxes that staff find a wooden box, crate, or bucket option and 

decrease the amount purchased (between 65-100). Discussion ensued around 

mechanism of giveaways and the use of social media. 

 

3. Commemorative calendar timeline 

Argona expressed concern about the timeline for the calendar due to mid-season 

staff training. The subcommittee proposed the following timeline: 

• Mid-Nov. – Acceptance period open for digitized community contributions 

(photos, recipes, articles, etc.) 

• Mid-Jan. – Acceptance period closed 

• Mid-Feb. – Subcommittee to review and select contributions for feature 

• Tue., Mar. 3 – Commission approval of selections for feature 

• April/May – Finalize draft and print 

 

Argona indicated that if the project stays on track, she is amenable to present a 

final draft for review by the Commission at their Tue., Apr. 7 meeting, but had 

concerns about requiring approval from the Commission in the form of an action 

item. 
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4. Next meeting TBD 

The subcommittee will determine a date and time if needed based on feedback 

from the rest of the Commission. Argona also presented logo concepts which she 

did not anticipate having in time for the meeting. Subcommittee members 

reviewed the concepts and discussed the direction they would like to move forward 

in for the next round of drafts. Design elements from concepts 1, 6, 2, 4, and 8 

resonated the most with members. Font styles from 2, 6, and 4 were well received.   

 

ADJOURN  
NOTICE: It is the policy of the City of Moscow that all City-sponsored public meetings and events are accessible to all 

people. If you need assistance in participating in this meeting or event due to a disability under the ADA, please contact the 

City’s ADA Coordinator by phone at (208) 883-7600, TDD (208) 883-7019, or by email at adacoordinator@ci.moscow.id.us 

at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting or event to request an accommodation. The City of Moscow is committed 

to ensuring that all reasonable accommodation requests are fulfilled. 
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2025-2026 Policy subcommittee 

Josh Larson, At-Large Rep.  

Gerardo Alvarez, Specialty Food Rep.  
JT Manning, At-Large Rep.  

Phillip Blankenship, At-Large Rep. 

Tuesday 

October 28, 2025 
5:00 PM 

Haddock First Floor 

Conference room 

504 S. Washington Street 

WELCOME AND ATTENDANCE 

REGULAR AGENDA 

1. Review scope of work  

a. Address items from 2025 Handbook revisions 

i. Economic Opportunity core value – determine inclusion of 

language that is supportive of minority business owners (i.e. 

women, veterans, people of color, etc.) 

ii. Regenerative Agriculture definition – determine if adopted 

definition is still relevant and applicable 

iii. Policy Violations and Penalties – determine an increase to fine or 

replace with a forced absence in lieu of fine 

b. Review and determine updates to Annual Vendor Orientation on page 20 

c. Review Appendix 6 

i. Determine need for inclusion of private v. public land foraging 

ii. Address consistent protocol for Vendors offering or adding products 

mid-season 

1. Food Vendors with expanded menus 

2. Non-Ag Vendors with produce/nursery items (exempt from 

Jury, triggers Site Visit, limited time/inventory, etc.) 

iii. Determine product classification of foraged non-plant derived 

materials (i.e. Craf & Food Jury or Value-Added Ag) 

1. Skulls, hides, etc. 

2. Rocks, driftwood, etc.  

 

Subcommittee members reviewed the scope of work for the 2026 Handbook 

and opted not to make any changes to holdovers from the 2025 Handbook.  

 

Subcommittee members were in favor of adding a time limit of two business day 

notice of absence to the Vendor Orientation policy.  

 

Subcommittee members were in favor of adapting language from the Seafood 

Vendor subcategory definition into the Forage Vendor subcategory definition 

regarding private versus public land harvesting.  
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Discussion ensued around adding products mid-season and maintaining a 

consistent protocol that allows for management discretion. Subcommittee is 

suggesting review/adding the following under “Adding Products” on page xiii: 

• Requests to be submitted ten business days prior to products brought to 

Market 

• Layout options available and what follow-up if any may be required (i.e. 

Site Visit versus waiting for Craft & Food Jury) 

Alvarez provided historic management practices around Vendors adding 

products. During course of this discussion, concerns were brought up around 

Non-Ag. Vendors offering agriculture products and ensuring fair value and 

market price. Argona cited at least two long-time Craft Vendors who do bring 

surplus garden products to Market, indicating it is usually in small quantity and for 

a limited time.  

 

Discussion ensued around product classification. Several examples were 

provided, with Blankenship asking how goatskin gloves might be classified if the 

Vendor raises and skins the goat and then fashions the gloves. Argona indicated 

that her interpretation would be to classify it under Value-Added, similar to 

goat’s milk lotion. Members discussed intent, sourcing, and other scenarios as 

points of consideration. There was no consensus or idea put forward on how to 

classify foraged skulls and hides. Members agreed that items like rock and 

driftwood may not be sold on their own as raw materials.    

 

2. Next meeting 

Next meeting to be determined following Commission action and feedback at 

the Nov. meeting.  

 

ADJOURN  
 

NOTICE: It is the policy of the City of Moscow that all City-sponsored public meetings and events are accessible to all 

people. If you need assistance in participating in this meeting or event due to a disability under the ADA, please contact the 

City’s ADA Coordinator by phone at (208) 883-7600, TDD (208) 883-7019, or by email at adacoordinator@ci.moscow.id.us 

at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting or event to request an accommodation. The City of Moscow is committed 

to ensuring that all reasonable accommodation requests are fulfilled. 
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