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Manning called the meeting to order at 4:01 PM

MEMBERS PRESENT:

MEMBERS ABSENT:
OTHERS:
STAFF:

JT Manning, Chair; Kassie Smith, Jodi McClory, Colette DePhelps, Cerardo

Alvarez
Samantha Martinet, Josh Larson, Phil Blankenship
Drew Davis (4:12)
Amanda Argona, Amanda Reyes

REGULAR AGBNDA
l. Mission of the Moscow Farmers Market

The Moscow Farmers Market celebrates life on the Palouse by providing the conrmunity with the

opportunity to buy and sell local and regional agricultural products (e.g., crops, meal, cheese,

wine, etc.), distinclive handmade goods, artisan pieces, and original recipe cttisine. This venue is

meant lo encourage and support sustainable econontic, social and environmental praclices.

Alvarez read the mission statement aloud

2. Approval of Farmers Market Commission February 3,2026 Minutes (ACTION ITBM)
McClory moved for approval of the minutes as presented, seconded by Alvarez. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: 4.

Nays: None. Abstentions: L Motiorr carried.

3. Public Comment and Response to Previous Comments (timited to l0 minutes'1 Members of
the public may speak to the Commission regarding matters NOT on the agenda or cunently
pending before the Commission. PIease state your name and city of residencefor the record and
Iintit your remarks to lhree (3) minutes.

None.

4. 2026 Moscow Farmers Market Poster artwork selection (ACTION ITEM)
The 2026 artwork submission perfud closed on Fri., Feb. 20. Comntission members were provided
yvith the opportunity to vieut all qualifuing submissions prior to the March meeting and score

subntissions using, a pre-delermined rubric.

Staf reviewed the Commission members'rubrics to present the topfinalistsfor public voting
consideration. No more thanfivefinalists nny be selectedfor public voting, which opens Fri.,
Mar. 6 and closes Fri., Mar. 27.

PROPOSED ACTIONS: Selectfinalistsfor public voting, or take such olher aclion deemed

appropriale.
Commission members reviewed all artwork subrnitted for the 2026 Market poster and staff presented the

five highest-scoring entries. A brief discussion ensued on potential criteria for future poster art submissions,

including the possibility of limiting artists who are selected by public vote from subrnitting for a period of
time. The top five artists moved forward for public voting were Johantra Walther, Rook Haug, Rebecca
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Lewis, Cori Dantini, and Rose Graham

Smith moved for the selection of the five top-scoring aftworks to be put forward to public vote, seconded by

Alvarez. Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Unanimous (5). Nays: None. Abstentions: None. Motion carried.

5. Commission Budget Request FY27 (ACTION ITEM)
The Commission approved the FY27 budgel request memo al the February meeting. An updated

draft ntento clarifuing what the budgel may be used for is being presented for approval. No

changes have been made to the requesling amounl.

DePhelps moved for acceptance of the drafted FY27 budget request as presented, seconded by McClory
Roll Call Vote: Ayes: Unanimous (5). Nays: None. Abstentions: None. Motion carried.

REPORTS
l. Community Events Manager report - Argona

Argona provided an overview of new Agricultural vendors requesting tier 3 status in their first season,

including letters of support and references. Discussion focused on merits of each vendor, with Argona
noting that both are strong carrdidates for different reasons such as adding diversity to product rnix (Chesed

Farrns) or support of local producers who are farniliar with previous Market operatiotts and left in good

standing (Runner Bean Ranch).

Argona reviewed requests by returning vendors to add products, confirming with the Comrnission who is

required to undergo the jury process, and who made expand their line-ups sarrs jury. The Commission re-

affirrned their desire to ensure that vendors operate from a place of quality while supporting other, srnall,

independent businesses where possible. Discussion ensued around approved rotating tnetlus and how to
ensure Market standards are kept and met while allowing for flexibility, creativity, and product growth.

As requested at a previous Commission meeting, Argona reviewed past Marketspread application qttestions

and discussed potential additions. She stated that the application is the most reliable format to receive and

gauge feedback versus an end-of-season survey. Suggestions from the Cornmission included:
o Adding a question about the number of paid employees to highlight job creation
o Percerrtage of overall business sales made at the Market during market season

o Location of commissaries (specific to prepared food vendors)
o Pricing threshold
o Customerdemographics.

Argona noted lirnitations in the Marketspread application, as well as citing issues frorn previous applications

when leaving questions open-ended (i.e. asking vendors wltat a good sales day looks like). She indicated that

she would follow-up with Steve Peterson who is providing an economic impact update on the paid ernployee
question, and will add a questiorrs about pricing to gather feedback for the Policy Subcomrnittee. She also
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noted that if the Public Health Depar-tment is unable to share commissary locatiorrs, this will be added to the

application.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
l. Proposed ltems for Future Agendas

Contmission ntembers may email Antanda Argona (aargona@ci.moscou,.id.trs) to propose fultre
agenda items for discussion.

o 2026 Site Visits (April)
o 2026 Poster Artwork submission and selection recop (April)
o Brancling Subcommittee 5dt' Anniversory report (April)

2. Upcoming events and deadlines
t Fri,; Feb, 6 "eheers te 50 Yeat"s" exltibil openingreeeption at l912 eenkr
t Fri,; Feb-10 Sabmissiens dttefer Posler arfir'erle
e il{on ; Feb, 23 Registratien elesesfer erafl & Fee€l Jtu} 2
t Wed,; Feb, 25 Craft & Feed Jury I held 9 atn te 12 pnt
c i\{en,; il{ar, 2 Registratien elesesfer erdt & Feed Jttr, 3
c ll/ed., Mar. 4 - Craft & Food Jury 2 held 9 am to 12 pnr
c Fri., Man 6

o Public voting opens for Market Poster artwork at B ant

o Applications due lo Friendship Scluare entertainment
t lled., Mar. I I - C*ft & Food Jury 3 held 9 am to 12 pnt
t Wed., Mar. 25 - Returning Vendor Jury held 9 am to 12 pnr
o Fri., Mar. 27 - Public voting closes for Markel Poster arfrrork al 8 ant

c Thu., Apr. 9 - Vendor Orienlalion

ArollcallwasconductedtoidentifyvolunteersforscoringtheMarch4, ll,and25CraftarrdFoodJuries,
as well as to assist with the upcoming Vendor Orientation.

3. Farmers Market Commission regular meeting April 7, 2026 at Moscow City Hall in Council
Chambers

The ng was adjourned at 5:43 PM

Mannin oE, Date

ADJOURN

NOTICE: It is the policy of the City of Moscow that all City-sponsored public meetings and events are accessible
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to all people. If you need assistance in participating in this meeting or event due to a disability under the ADA'
please contact the City's ADA Coordinator by phone at (208) 883-7600, TDD (208) 883-7019' or by email at

adacoordinator@ci.moscow.id.us at least 48 hours prior to the scheduled meeting or event to request an

accommodation. The City of Moscow is committed to ensuring that all reasonable accommodation requests are
fulfilled.
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